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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The above publication is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The publication is a letter from a man living in Mexico to another living in New Zealand. 
It has been compiled on a computer and is accompanied by candid photographs of 
boys appearing to be under the age of 14 years, often wearing swimming shorts. Most 
text indicates that the author, and the recipient, find the photographs of the boys to be 
attractive and arousing. 

Although some salacious intent may be implied by the letter and accompanying 
photographs it does not patently describe or depict sexual activity. Having applied the 
test in Living Word v Human Rights Action Group (Wellington) it is considered that the 
publication in question cannot fairly be described as dealing with matters such as sex 
under s3(1)of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The 
Classification Office therefore has no jurisdiction to determine whether the publication 
is "objectionable" or "objectionable except in particular circumstances", and the 
publication must be classified as unrestricted. This classification is consistent with the 
right of freedom of expression as set out in s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990. 
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